
   

The congregation of Agnus Dei Lutheran Church celebrates the amazing diversity of 
God’s beloved children. We welcome all, regardless of age, ethnicity, abilities, faith 
background, race, family configuration, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression. We enthusiastically invite you into this worshiping 
congregation as we strive to share God’s inclusive love with everyone in our 
community and in our world. 

The monthly Newsletter of:                            April 2026 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church      
Gather in Grace  Grow in Faith  Go in Service 

Beloved in Christ,  

Grace, peace, and mercy to you all.              

 “For now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth; 
the time of singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.” 

                                         Song of Songs 2:11-12 

 

As the long, gray days of winter begin to loosen their grip, we find ourselves once 
again standing on the threshold of Easter. It is a season that speaks not only to our faith, 
but to the very rhythms of creation itself. Step outside and you can see it: the quiet, per-
sistent signs of new life. Buds swell on branches that once seemed lifeless. Crocuses and 
daffodils push their way through cold soil. The earth itself seems to breathe again. 

Easter arrives in harmony with this unfolding world. It is not by accident that we 
celebrate resurrection as the ground thaws and the days lengthen. The story of Christ’s rising is 
echoed in every green shoot and blossoming tree. What once appeared barren is alive again. What 
seemed lost is restored. Death does not have the final word. And yet, Easter does not ignore the 
reality of what came before. The beauty of spring does not deny the harshness of winter, rather it 
emerges through it. In the same way, the joy of Easter is not a dismissal of Good Friday. The empty 
tomb does not erase the cross; it transforms it. We carry with us the truth that life is often marked 
by seasons of grief, uncertainty, and waiting. We know what it is to walk through winters of the soul. 

That is what makes Easter so profoundly meaningful. It is not a shallow optimism or a simple 
turning of the calendar. It is a deep, abiding promise: that God meets us in the places we thought 
were beyond hope and brings forth life. Resurrection is not just something that happened to Jesus 
long ago. It is something God continues to work in us and among us even now. 

As we enter this Easter season, we are invited to pay attention. Where do we see signs of 
new life around us? Perhaps it is in nature, the first blossoms on a tree or the return of birdsong in 
the morning. But perhaps it is also in quieter, more personal ways: a mended relationship, a re-
newed sense of purpose, a moment of unexpected peace. Easter calls us to trust that even in the 
places that feel closed off or buried, God is at work. Seeds do not bloom overnight. Resurrection 
often begins unseen, beneath the surface, in ways we do not immediately recognize. But slowly, 
faithfully, new life emerges. 

So, as you walk through these spring days, take a moment to notice what is growing, both 
around you and within you. Let the beauty of creation be a reminder of God’s ongoing work of re-
newal. 

And consider this question for reflection: 
Where in your life might God be bringing new life, even if you cannot fully see it yet? 

May this Easter season fill you with hope, grounded not in denial of life’s realities, but in the endur-
ing promise that love, life, and grace will have the final word. 

 

Pastor JT 

 

Pastor JT Burk 

Please let Pastor JT know if you are in need of pastoral care. If you would like to be con-
tacted, please call the church office at 253-851-6222, extension 2 or email 
jt@agnusdeilutheran.org 

http://elca.org/
mailto:jt@agnusdeilutheran.org
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President’s Message 
 

  Gary Gemar 

 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.  
                       Psalm 107:1 
 
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! The Freedom to Serve campaign is off to a fan-
tastic start. Prior to the kickoff dinner on Sunday, March 15th, a total of $63,200 was 
donated to the campaign. At the dinner an additional $52,830 was committed to the 
campaign by August 1st for a total of $116,030. An additional $32,000 was pledged at the kickoff dinner 
that will come in subsequent years of the campaign. The overall total pledged to the campaign to date is 
$148,030. 
 
Why is the amount committed to the campaign important by August 1st? ADLC currently has a 7-year 
variable interest loan on our mortgage that is due to be renewed in August of 2026. We currently have 
an interest rate of 4.875%. With the rise in interest rates, it is projected that when the loan is refinanced 
our new rate will be 7.05%. If we don’t make any downpayment on our balance at the time of refinancing 
our yearly increase cost to our budget will be around $7,700. With the current amount committed by Au-
gust 1st it is projected that we would have a savings to the budget around $6,500. If we raise $150,000 
by August 1st the savings would be $13,500. If we raise $175,000, the savings would be $17,100. So, the 
more we raise the more we can free up to serve our current or future ministries. 
 
The next phase in the campaign is conducting the house meetings. The campaign team is currently so-
liciting people who will host the meetings for 8 to 10 people. Hosts will need to provide light refresh-
ments for the meetings. The campaign team will facilitate the discussions at the meetings. Once hosts 
are identified, sign-up sheets will be posted in the narthex for you to sign up for the meeting you would 
like to attend. I encourage everyone to attend one of the house meetings even if you have already sup-
ported the campaign, will support it in the future, or are unable provide financial support. The campaign 
team members would like to hear your dreams and wishes for our current ministries and possible future 
ministries. Additionally, it will be a great opportunity to get to know your fellow members.  
 
If you have any questions about the campaign, please reach out to the members: Randy Spitzer, Chair, 
Pastor JT, Gary Gemar, Lynette Brentin, Debbie Snowden, Dennis Goin, and Mike Snowden.  
 
On even years the Southwestern Washington Synod conducts an Educational Gathering. This year’s 
theme is Stewardship: Funding Ministry for Today and the Future. The Keynote Speaker is Grace 
Pomroy from Luther Seminary. The breakout sessions include: Grant Writing, Bible Study, Land Use Dis-
cernment, Stewardship Models, and more to be announced.  Lunch is included. Cost is $50/person. 
Congregations can send as many interested people as they desire. The meetings are on June 13th at 
Christ Lutheran Church, Lakewood, WA, or on May 30th at Messiah Lutheran Church, Vancouver, WA. 
Registration has opened. Let Cindy Beals know if you are interested in attending. ADLC will cover the 
costs for people that attend.  
 
Highlights from the March Council Meeting: 

 Reviewed the Little Lambs financials (July 1st – February 28th).  Income in excess of expenses was 
$23,867 with reserve funds of $64,868. Note: Much of the reserve funds are used to pay expenses 
(salaries) during the summer when school is out. 

 Accepted reports from the Council Committee Liaisons and acted as necessary to requests. 
 Fiscal Year 2026—27 is off to a good start with a net operating income of $8,659 in February.  Please 

review the complete financial report on the following page. 
 Approved a motion to move the current debt reduction funds from the Freedom to Serve campaign to 

the MIF Demand Investment Account and any future funds where they will receive a higher interest 
rate until the refinance on August 1, 2026. 

 Approved a motion to pay the remaining expenses for the Freedom to Serve campaign from the re-
maining funds in the Sanctuary Chair Campaign Temporary Reserve Account. 

 Approved a motion to approve Paula Davis and Susan Whitney to serve on the Nominating Commit-
tee.  

 Approved a motion to support having a booth at the Gig Harbor Pride event in June 2026. 
 

 

Gary Gemar 
Council President 
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

Treasurer, Mike Snowden 

 
 

Landscape Work Party 
Come and help ready the church gardens for Spring! 

April 4, 10:00 AM  to 1:00 PM 

 

Bring your favorite weeding and trimming tools. If you can bring  
wheelbarrows or trucks to haul trimmings to be composted, bring those 

along too. Tasks will be available for all ages and abilities. 
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ADLC Book Group 

Book group will be 
meeting on April 19th in 
the front room following 
forum to discuss:  The 
Correspondent by Vir-
ginia Evans.  This book is a richly 
drawn story of one woman’s jour-
ney to self-reflection.  The entire 
story is told through letters, emails, 
and notes written by or to Sybil, 
painting a portrait of a woman who 
is both sharp-witted and guard-
ed.  All are welcome, join us!  

 

NEWS FROM OUR SERVICE COMMITTEE: GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 

February Outreach: 
Migrant support at Riverton Park United Methodist Church 
A big thank you to everyone who contributed 
household goods, clothing and funds in February to 
help the migrants who are housed at Riverton Park 
UMC in Tukwila. In addition to the items that were 
ordered and sent directly to the church, Ronnie and 

Phyllis delivered so many supplies with Ronnie’s, car there was 
not one sliver of cargo space left (see photo). Thrivent also 
contributed $200 in grant funds to the project. 
 
March Outreach Project: Phone Cards for AIDNW  
Thank you for all your donations to AIDNW which will be used to 
supplement their budget for phone cards for clients at the ICE 
facility in Tacoma. 
 
April Outreach Project: Food 4 All (Tortilla funds) 
In April we will be collecting funds for Food for All, specifically, tortillas. Food Backpacks 4 Kids is 
now Food 4 All, a name change reflecting how the program has evolved over the years and is now 
a resource that goes way beyond providing supplemental weekend food for school children. Food 
4 All, located on the Key Peninsula, houses a Family Pantry and Resource Center as well as fills 
Care Cupboards in schools and delivers supplemental food to about 50 households each week. 
Agnus Dei has long been a supporter of Food 4 All; we deliver about $500 worth of tortillas each 
month to the Family Pantry. While we have funds for the immediate future, our designated income 
is not covering expenses. Offerings for Food 4 All collected in April would ensure solvency further 
into the future. You can also help by saving plastic grocery bags and egg cartons and bring them 
to the donation station in the narthex.  
 
What’s Coming Up? 
We will be serving dinner at Peace Lutheran on May 15th. Also in May we will be collecting diapers 
and in June we will be collecting food to help the Altrusa summer lunch program. 
 
Thank you for all your support. 
The Community Connections Committee  
Ann, Jerry, Phyllis, Charlene, Linda R, Linda Z, and Ronnie 

 

 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 

Palm Sunday: 9:30 AM 

Maundy Thursday, April 2, 7:00 PM 

Good Friday, April 3, 7:00 PM 

Easter Vigil, April 4, 7:00 PM 

Easter Sunday, April 5 9:30 AM 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All services will be livestreamed except Easter Vigil 
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SUNDAY MORNING FAITH FORMATION  

Forum 
 

April 5, 2026: Easter Sunday: No Forum 
 
April 12, 2026: Rethinking John 14:6 
John 14:6, I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except by me, has been 
traditionally interpreted to mean that there is no possible way to God or salvation other than belief in 
Jesus. Many Christians today continue to believe, or think that orthodox Christianity teaches, this ex-
clusive path to salvation. That in turn has led to condemnation of those who are not Christian. When 
we hold onto this limited understanding of this verse, we miss out on a deeper meaning of Jesus’ 
statement and his call to his followers. Please join Kathy Gemar as we explore this passage to find a 
more profound interpretation of what Jesus is saying and why John includes it in his gospel. 
 

April 19, 2026: Gender, Sex, and Sexuality “Please bring your bible” 
Please join us as Dr. Antonios Finitsis, PLU Professor of Hebrew Bible, leads us in a basic intro-
duction to what the Hebrew Bible says about sex, gender, and sexuality. The first three chapters of 
Genesis have been used for centuries to justify misogyny and the superiority of men over women. 
This is largely due to the work of scholars who have been predominantly men and have supported 
sexist interpretations. Once we take into account: a) a translator’s bias; b) the socio-historical con-
text; and c) the ways in which the narratives unfold; our inherited ideas on gender, sex, and sexuality 
for Genesis 1—3 quickly crumble to dust. Are we daring enough to embrace the complexity of the 
text and dismantle centuries of androcentric and patriarchal interpretations in order to promote a 
more accepting and diverse community?  
Dr Finitsis requests that attendees have access to a Bible at the forum. Agnus Dei will ensure that 
there are enough Bibles for everyone, but if you prefer, you are welcome to bring your own. 
  

April 26, 2026: Sumud: Things that Make for Peace 
Please join us as Kathy Gemar leads us in a glimpse of Palestinian Christianity using select devotion-
als from What Makes For Peace and Breath and New Life, the 2025 and 2026 Sumud Lenten Study 
Series. These devotions are produced by the ELCA using voices from the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) as well as leaders from the ELCA. We will learn about 
Sumud, an Arabic word meaning steadfastness, and the many ways in which it can help us envision a 
peaceful land and a peaceful world. This forum will include a short Lenten video from the ELCJHL, as 
well as a devotion written by Bishop Meggan Manlove of the Northwest Intermountain Synod of the 
ELCA, followed by talking circle discussions. 

FRONT ROOM KIDS—Sundays During Worship  
Children ages three through ten are invited to the Front Room after Storytime to 
enjoy a Bible story and related activities. They will return to the sanctuary around 
the time of the Sharing of the Peace to be present for Communion and the 
remainder of the service. Our little ones love this time together learning from 
members of our faith community.  

CONFIRMATION 
Middle school students meet with Pastor JT each month in the Front Room after the service. If you 
have any questions, please contact Pastor JT.    
                           

LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL—A MINISTRY OF AGNUS DEI 

March was a very busy month for our Little Lambs! We learned about animal 
habitats and signs of Spring. We also learned about dinosaurs. This was our 
favorite unit! We made dino crafts, read books, and even roared like dinos! (see 
photos on next page) A lot of fun was had at inside recess with all the rain that we had this month. We 
ran, we yelled, we threw bouncy balls. A good time was had by all. Thank you for your continued 
support of our program!  
 

Shannon Moore, Preschool Director    
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 We remember in prayer: 
For comfort and healing: 
 

 Chuck Anderson 

 Barbara Ausich 

 Amy Brandt 

 Marlene Bridgforth 

 Robert Bridgforth 

 Beverly Buster 

 Beverly Buster Jr 

 Chiarra Buster 

 Audrey Clinton 

 Connie Hummel 

 George Mitchell 

 Jack Oakes 

 Michi Ouchi 

 Joannah Powers 

 Ellis Rousseau 

 Johnny Tierny 

 Neal Van Der Voorn 

 Trudy Wagner 

 Eunice Werner 

 Gloria Witt 
 

In service to our country:  
 CAPT. Jenny Nussbaum, US Public Health Service 
 
 

APRIL  BIRTHDAYS 

1  Gail Brandt 

3  Ginny Eilers 

6  David Salge 

8  Pam Martin, Daryl Daugs 

9  Heidi Giles 

11  Gloria Witt 

15  George Unruh  

16  Audrey Clinton 

17  Virginia Witt-Abbott, Tim Sobie 

18  Kathy Fox 

23  Olivia Iversen 

24  Jenny Nussbaum 

28  Susan Luebeck, Beverly Buster 

30  Coni Liljengren 

 

APRIL  ANNIVERSARIES* 

1  Leif and Katie Dobszinsky 

3  Lance and Marilyn Colyar 

9  Kimberly Morgan and Paul Gross 

17  Robin Winslow and Heinz Malon 

10   Al Abbott and Virginia Witt Abbott 

20   Dave and Terri Schinkel 

28   Salli and Carl Middleton 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

We Celebrate April Birthdays and Anniversaries! 

In their grief:  
 Joanne Aitken and family as they mourn the death 

of Chuck Carlson. 
 The family and friends of Louise Talley as they 

mourn her death. 

Preschool Fun at Little Lambs Faith Formation, continued 

 

Dinosaurs ROAR! 
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Grief Thoughts for March 
Debbie Waite 

 

We, at Agnus Dei, are in a season of loss. I find this poem so 
very real. I hope you do too. 

ADLC Care Team 
ADLC CARE TEAM SERVICES AND COORDINATORS: 

 TRANSPORTATION: GWEN DAUGS 

 HOME VISITS: GHITA LORENZ  

 CARDS/TELEPHONE CALLS: MARY MARQUARDT 

 GRIEF SUPPORT: DEBBIE WAITE 

 BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS: DAVID SALGE 

 HOME COMMUNION: MARLENE BRIDGFORTH 

 HOSPITALITY: DEBBIE SNOWDEN 

 MEALS: ANN ROUSSEAU 

 MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES: ANN ROUSSEAU 

 PRAYER CHAIN: CINDY BEALS 

These services are offered by our care 
team volunteers. If you or another need 
assistance, please contact the group 
coordinator, whose phone numbers and 
e-mail addresses are in the church di-
rectory. Please also check out the Care 
Team Bulletin Board across from the 
Parish Hall for further information.  Any 
questions, or to sign up to help, please 
contact us. 

Gwen Daugs and Marlene Bridgforth,  
Care Team Co-chairs 
 

 

When you lose someone you love, 
Your life becomes strange, 
The ground beneath you gets fragile,  
Your thoughts make your eyes unsure; 
And some dead echo drags your voice down 
Where words have no confidence. 
 
Your heart has grown heavy with loss; 
And though this loss has wounded others too,  
No one knows what has been taken from you 
When the silence of absence deepens.  
 
Flickers of guilt kindle regret 
For all that was left unsaid or undone. 
 
There are days when you wake up happy; 
Again inside the fullness of life, 
Until the moment breaks 
And you are thrown back 
Onto the black tide of loss. 
 
Days when you have your heart back,  
You are able to function well 
Until in the middle of work or encounter, 
Suddenly with no warning, 
You are ambushed by grief. 
 

It becomes hard to trust yourself. 
All you can depend on now is that  
Sorrow will remain faithful to itself. 
More than you, it knows its way 
And will find the right time 
To pull and pull the rope of grief 
Until that coiled hill of tears 
Has reduced to its last drop. 
 
Gradually, you will learn acquaintance 
With the invisible form of your departed; 
And when the work of grief is done, 
The wound of loss will heal 
And you will have learned 
To wean your eyes 
From that gap in the air 
And be able to enter the hearth 
In your soul where your loved one 
Has awaited your return 
All the time.  

For Grief by John O’Donohue 

To Bless the Space Between Us 
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Hospitality: Please consider joining with others to provide light treats and make coffee 
for our Sunday fellowship after worship. Have fun and team up with a friend. 

*If you have any questions call Debbie Snowden or Linda Ribary. 

Serve in Worship: 
Thank you to the volunteers who serve in worship.  
More volunteers are needed in all areas and training is readily available.  We currently have need of a couple 
more people who are willing to help with the livestream. Our system has become less complicated and more 
reliable, making it much easier to learn. Please consider helping provide worship accessible to those outside 
the building! 

 Let’s Wear Our Nametags 
 As a sign of hospitality to all visitors, newcomers, and just the plain forgetful, please remember to wear 
 your nametag! If you are in need of a new nametag, leave a note on Cindy’s desk. 

 We Share the Air – Please Keep It Fragrance-Free and Healthy for All 
 We ask our entire community to be mindful of folks with scent sensitivities  and refrain from using 
 perfume/cologne and other scented products when coming to Agnus Dei. 

 Phishing Scams Continue! BEWARE OF FRAUD  

 The scams will continue so we will continue to remind you...Be aware of phony emails posing as    
 our pastor arriving your inboxes. Please remember: ADLC staff will never contact you for money, gift 
 cards or financial information of any kind.  

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

The following are the folks who are currently scheduling: 
Council—Security 
Debbie Snowden—Stream Team and Sound System 
Marilyn Colyar—Assisting Ministers 
Paula Davis—Lectors, Greeters, and Ushers 
Kimberly Morgan—Altar Guild 

Serving in Worship April 2026  

APRIL 
Altar 
Guild 

Assisting 
Minister 

Lector 
Stream 
Team/ 
Sound 

Ushers Greeters Security 
Prayer 
Writer 

Front 
Room 
Kids 

 

2 
Thurs 
7 PM 

R Crow 
N Johnson 

M Colyar P Borg Snowden L Olson   Pastor JT NO FRK 
Maundy 
Thursday 

3 
Fri 

7 PM 
No commun-

ion 
NA 

 Keyl, Davis 
 Bridgforth, 

Krump 
Jones, Franz 

Giles 

B Beals P Davis    NO FRK 
Good 
Friday 

4 
Sat 

7 PM 
R Crow D Salge NA No stream 

Need 2 
Ushers 

   NO FRK 

Saturday 
Easter 
Vigil 

5 Sun 
9:30 AM 

K Morgan 
M Bridgforth 

D Goin C Franz 
J 

Beaudette 

L & M 
Colyar 
L Olson 

J Haugen P Waite M Colyar 
L: Whitney 
H: Rodgers 

EASTER 

12 Sun 
9:30 AM 

J McCraw 
A Keyl 

G Eilers L Spitzer Nussbaum 
Need 2 
Ushers 

R Crow L Colyar D Waite 
L: Baxter 
H: Bridg-
forth 

 

19 Sun 
9:30 AM 

L Brentin 
S Lubash 

A Bakke M Duncan P Kusche 
P & D 
Waite 

M Duncan 
R Crow 

G Gemar K Gemar 
L: Davis 
H: Mickel-
son 

 

26 Sun 
9:30 AM 

N Johnson 
E Nesbitt 

K Gemar M Beert Snowden 
R & M 
Ohme 

R Crow 
M Beert 

P Waite P Waite 
L: Mickel-
son 
H: Duncan 
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APRIL 
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The monthly newsletter of 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 
Submit newsletter items, subscription requests and address 
changes to Editor/Church Administrator: Cindy Beals  

 253-851-6222, ext. 1 office@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Church Staff  

Pastor JT Burk, 701-969-0809 

Office 253-851-6222, ext. 2, Email Pastor JT 

Church Musician: Susan Luebeck 

Office: 253-851-6222, ext. 4, Email Susan 

Church Administrator: Cindy Beals 

  253-851-6222, ext, 1 Email Cindy B 

Financial Services Administrative Assistant: Cindy Hart, 

 253-851-6222, ext.5, Email Cindy H 

Little Lambs Preschool Director, Shannon Moore 

 253-851-6222, ext. 4,  Email Shannon 

Congregational President: Gary Gemar 

Congregational Vice President: Lance Colyar 

Council Secretary: Debbie Snowden 

Financial Secretary: Bob Nussbaum 

Treasurer: Mike Snowden  
 

 

 

Congregation Council 

Gary Gemar, Tracy Clark, Lance Colyar, Guy Johnson, Ronnie Kulman, Joy 

McCraw, Mollie McLean, Debbie Snowden, Randy Spitzer, Phil Waite 

Council Liaison Positions  
  

 Communications and Connections—Tracy Clark 

 Endowment Committee—Lance Colyar 

 Finance Committee—Randy Spitzer  

 Faith Formation—Mollie MacLean 

 God’s Work/Our Hands, Congregation—Debbie Snowden  

 God’s Work/Our Hands, Community—Ronnie Kulman 

 IT Committee—Randy Spitzer 

 Little Lambs Board—Joy McCraw 

 Stewardship Committee—Guy Johnson 

 Properties Team—Gary Gemar 

 Personnel Committee—Gary Gemar 

 Worship Committee—Phil Waite 
  

Little Lambs Preschool  
 

Director/Teacher: Shannon Moore 

 Email: lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Financial Secretary: Kimberly Morgan 

Little Lambs Board: Maria Beaudette, Katie Dobszinsky, Salli Middleton, 
Peggy Mickelson, Susan Whitney, Neal Van der Voorn 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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